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Welcome to all our Thunder families – this is your Yearbook 
celebrating in print the Teams, the Triumphs and the Sponsors of 
our 2018 season.

Congratulations go this year to every child and adult player in our 
Club who contributed to the success of their team in this year’s 
competition.  Of course, the successes aren’t solely measured by 
the wins – for the Junior teams it’s the development of the player, 
the extension of the skills learned, and the fun of the game that is 
our priority.  It’s no secret that “we all love a win”, but it’s important 
to recognise the achievements and individual successes through 
the Senior Teams as well.  True to form, the ‘Beautiful Game’ has 
drawn individuals from our community clubs and created new 
friendships and new teams that have been able to achieve a 
measure of success through the season both in their own training 
and in the NPL competitions.

We have seen a number of changes in our administration with 
the elimination of shadow players from our squads and the 
addition of a final series.   Early in the year we also welcomed 
five SAP teams to Thunder where previously they were under the 
administration of Football Queensland.   The Skills Acquisition 
Programme’s success can be measured by the smiles on the faces 
of these junior teams as they train (aren’t they so cute) and “play 
on” - no matter their competition results….  And we will continue 
our endeavours to identify young talent from across our region, 
strengthening their future competition quality and securing this 
player pathway through the junior club to our senior levels.

Our media efforts have seen a significant increase in our Club 
profile & awareness in the community, and we have welcomed 
four wellness partners to our ‘family’ – introducing this year, a 
mindfulness of the importance of prehab, mental strength, diet 
and rehabilitation to all our players and giving them opportunity 
to access these professionals at special Club rates.  

2018 has seen the culmination of many efforts from Committee 
members and supporters. We have finally secured a new and 
brilliantly-lit field at Kearney Springs where the NPLW teams 
will finish out their season.  We are continuing to lobby for more 
fields in the local Toowoomba area through the Toowoomba 
Regional Council, and it is timely to mention how much we have 
appreciated the interaction of the local Football Clubs, as they 
have shared training fields and opened their Club facilities to us, 
sometimes at late notice, during the season. 

We work collaboratively with the team at Football Qld South 
West, who have a similar desire to advance the sport of Football 
to the region, searching for excellence and talent, just as we do. 
And we also enjoy a close working relationship with Toowoomba 
Grammar School and Harristown High School, both who have 
brilliant football programmes that develop players who play in 
Thunder teams every year, across most age groups.   I’m hesitant 
to highlight individuals but there are a number of people who 
step up to help, speak up on our behalf in the corporate world,  
& give hours of volunteering to support the future of Football in 
our region – to those people we say Thank You.  

To those who have stepped down – Wade Eiser & Thomas 
Carroll - we thank you for your contribution and celebrate the 

achievements initiated by your involvement at Board level.  
The year has had its triumphs and its tortures! Liaising with 
authorities, applying for grants and meeting requirements 
for our licensing, as well as negotiating the team’s training & 
playing schedules, referee’s, and managing the human nature 
of our players and officials are all ongoing processes.  From the 
Boardroom Committee we now focus on 2019.   We are reviewing 
our strategic plan for Thunder to retain its current momentum 
and it includes:

• Continuing the development of Coaches with a number 
  of coaches upskilling to the next level through training and 
  assessment.

• Increasing the facilities available to Thunder FC in our region, 
  and ‘finding a home’ where we can create a sense of Community  
  – a belonging – a space where our players & their families will 
  get to know one another and enjoy being part of the whole, 
  bigger Club.

• Improving communications & administration of this expanding 
  Club by nominating smaller committee’s & individuals tasked 
  with the management of specific operational areas such as 
  Home Game Days, managing our three licensed groups SAP, 
  NPL & NPLW, and gathering our Volunteers to a new look support   
  group.

  
I have no doubt that the World Cup has probably inspired all of 
us who stayed up til midnight or dragged ourselves from a warm 
bed at 4am to watch the world’s best perform.  It’s not beyond 
the reach of our Thunder players to work diligently and aspire to 
become men and woman of significance in the world of Football.  
As parents & supporters, let’s help them reach their potential 
by continuing the Clubs day-to-day tasks and encouraging our 
players to be people of excellence in ability and behaviour.  This 
is definitely the one time we don’t want our supporters simply 
‘sitting on the sidelines’.  So help us stretch against our current 
limitations until we find success, striving for excellence and 
developing this young Club in order to secure its future.
Yours in Football,
Mandy Adams.

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
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BOARD MEMEBER POSITION PORTFOLIO

Mandy Adams Chairman

Jason Hall Vice Chairman High Performance

Jon Haynes Director Finance Manager

Laurie Passante Director Media & Engagement

Sue Lister Director Football Operations Assistant

Danny Clifford Director Infrastructure

Trevor Howard Director Game Days Coordinator

Janelle Sothmann Director Football Operations Manager

Francesco Zanoncelli NPL Boys/Men  Technical Director

Thiago Kosloski WNPL Girls/Ladies Technical Director

Chris McLeod SAP Co-Ordinator

SWQ THUNDER VOLUNTEERS

David Lobwein Photographer

Bryan Marriage Media Reporting

Terri  Percy Social Media

TECHNICAL DIRECTORS REPORTS
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AGE COACH ASSISTANT COACH MANAGER

U11 Girls Stefano Hlaca

SAP Boys U9 Tom Lund Andrew Christian Natalie Lawson

Sap Boys U10 Lathan Dunn Craig Van Heerden Rebecca Borger

SAP Boys U11 Chris Hatfield Nicole Cumming

SAP Boys U12 Thiago Kosloski Nerida Willmot

U13 Girls Tim Littlejohn Mark Nielsen Melanie Jocumsen

U13 Boys Glenn Parish David Clark Doug Spinks

U14 Boys Travis Cooper Michael Smith Andrew Roche

U15 Boys Dan Percy Peter Boardfoot Thomas Carroll

U15 Girls Scott Teakle Peter Sansby Catherine Evans
Susan Evans

U16 Boys Thiago Kosloski Chris McLeod Sam Macri

U17 Girls Scott Teakle Kate Jackson

U18 Boys David Park-Ballay Sue Lister

U20 Men Kris Hemmerling Simon Owen

Senior  Women Scott Teakle Anthony Bigby Anthony Bigby

Senior  Men Francesco Zanoncelli Mick Turvey Jason Hall

GoalKeepers Mario Aparico
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NPL Technical Director - Francesco Zanoncelli

Firstly, it’s been a pleasure and an Honour to be Technical Director for the Thunder. Since Albin left the club, Each week I would 
go to watch one of the boys teams play. Each week I’d watch improvements. The job every one has done is tremendous. I feel 
we are heading in the right direction for the future. I would firstly like to thank all the coaches and managers for their hard 
work and dedication towards their teams. Without coaches we have no teams. You have all done a great job.

Congratulations to SWQ Thunder FC players on their selections into the 2018 U13 and U14 Queensland Country State Teams. 
We have 6 players and 2 shadow players. Great job also. 

Looking forward with trials around the corner and of course next season the future look bright. I have noticed the success of 
the Zone Championships for the community footballers. This will make the trials harder for us, but better teams. 

We have great coaches, some of whom we are sending to update and upgrade their accreditation. For those we say good 
luck but I know you will all be successful.

Congratulations to all involved with the club and look forward to the next season 

WNPL Girls TD - Thiago Kosloski

I came to the post of Technical Director mid-season, all very new to me a new environment with new coaches.

Well, from there I set my strategy to focus on the problems that the coaches point me during the games, because I could 
have an idea especially when organizing the training which the topic would give preference, respecting the periodization 
plan of the technicians and trying to solve or problems presented by the games.

During the season we had some logistical problems such as having no training ground on Thursday, where I would be 
present to assist the coaches and eventually train with a group of athletes if necessary.

During these few months as a  TD  had been trying to help the coaches in the best possible way, when I receive feedback 
from the game I then try to spend some training sessions to be able to give ideas to the coaches in order to organize their 
sessions in a more objective way. I don’t  recieve the information the way I want it and with the intensity that I would like, so 
my participation is a little below what I could really help.
However, in this few months it is clear how much the girls evolution has been great, in all aspects technical , physical and 
tactical, therefore, all the coach’s maked  a very good job and still doing.

However we have some challenges that begin this year and next year that are to keep our athletes and try to bring more 
qualified athletes to our teams, qualify our coaches with the necessary licenses and above all begin the introduction of 
training methodology, which due to the lack of time and availability I could not implement. In order for us to be able to 
overcome these challenges, we need to be united in thinking and making SWQ Thunder a competitive club that offers the 
best possible environment for training and, above all, grow within our state’s football scene.

SWQ Thunder Boys SAP Co-ordinator - Chris McLeod

The Boys SAP program has exposed our boys to the best players in SEQ and to their credit they have risen to the challenges 
thrown at them as the year has evolved. I am sure the coaches will fill the holes in with what their teams have done, however 
a quick thanks for all boys to committing to such a competition……..all of these lads have achieved this with some great 
performances.I would like to thank a number of people who have made the program work. Our coaches Thiago, Chris, Craig, 
Lathan and Tom, a special crew of men who despite their hectic work and playing schedules have always found a way to fulfil 
most of their obligations or work in with each other to provide great coaching and role modelling for our boys. Certainly 
helps to have a pro licence coach, 2 State league players, a family man and a student with a love of football as a perfect 
recipe for our team. The super ladies who have held this crew together and been the conduit between coaches, players 
and parents, our managers have been first class and there has been nothing that the ladies have not been able to handle 
to ensure a smooth season for our club…………..cheers Natalie, Nicole, Bec, Nerida……………….and of course Stevie W!!! 
A big thanks to our volunteer first aid team in Graeme and Kim who have attended to all of the boys needs on game day 
in 2018. To the many parents who assisted in set up, clean up, refereeing and transport for our boys, your efforts are never 
unnoticed. Finally to the Board and in particular Janelle Sothmann who has been the backbone of our administration and go 
to for the 2018 season……………thanks a million for all that you do behind the scenes to make my role easier!



UNDER 9 BOYS
Coach: Tom Lund
Manager: Natalie Lawson

UNDER 10 BOYS
Coaches: Lathan Dunn & Craig Van Heerden
Manager: Rebecca Borger

SOUTH WEST QLD THUNDER SOUTH WEST QLD THUNDER

76

This season has been a tough one for the under 9 boys as they transition from the local leagues to the NPL. They’ve all grown 
massive amounts in skills and confidence, displaying great team spirit and resilience. I’ve seen them struggle, but I am proud 
to say that not a single one has given up, even facing our toughest opponents in some of the hardest games these boys have 
played. 

Rhys Bailey – Rhys has been our strong man on the field, winning battle after battle. His presence on the field has been a 
solid rock for the team. 
Gonzalo Canales – Gonzalo’s ability to enjoy the game is unmatchable. His delight is highly contagious and has lifted the 
team’s spirits on many occasions. 
Jarryd Dolan - Jarryd’s improvement this year has lead him to be a great distributor of the ball, no matter what position he 
has played. 
Akiel Holland – Akiel has displayed superb ball control on many occasions. He has been a key player for many passages of 
play.
Taj Khan - Taj’s ability to perform consistently through out the year has been a massive help to his team mates. 
Liam Wright – Liam is the blond lighting running and passing down the left side which has led his team to many shots and 
goals. 
Lachlan McErvale – Lachlan has been going full steam ahead from day one and has been committed in everything that he 
has done this year.
Alex McGuire – From the beginning of the year Alex has made fantastic pathways with his running with the ball and 1 v 1 
which has made him a more confident player. 
Jonson Windolf – Jonson has a great ability to see what is going on around the pitch and to play great through balls. 
Matthew Lawson – Matthew’s improvement this year has been magnificent. I look forward to seeing the player he becomes 
in the future. 

I have felt privileged to coach this team and I look forward to seeing them reach the full potential in future years.

The SWQ U10 side have had an awesome year full of football challenges, learning and development.  Even more significantly, 
they have built new friendships and fostered a love of our football club.  

Rylan Borger - Beast mode Goal Keeper with a steel nerve that matches his calm demeanour 
Mason Brennan - Pivot holding midfielder with a great range of passing to both sides of the pitch 
George Clifford - Our rock at the back, excels at winning the ball with a forward touch whilst maintaining a Milan quality 
mop of hair.  
Riley Catterall - A constantly willing worker with energy to burn and a back-up goal keeper to boot.  Always keen to learn 
and wears his heart on his sleeve.  
Lachlan Clarkson - Weapon left foot with a razor sharp brain, lives for his football.  Wins the award for most kilometres 
travelled to training - that’s commitment!!
Beau Cook - Amazingly adaptable young footballer able to play any position on the pitch.  He can train with a slushie in his 
hand if required!
Cameron Dennis - Does not give an inch to anyone and an example to all of our players as to how hard you can push 
yourself. Always keen to spin a yarn.
Brody Ellis - This young man has not let any hurdle deny him and has constantly raised the bar on his last performance.  
Comedian level library of jokes on hand.
Jayden Lucas - Natural athlete who would do everyone’s job if you let him - learns more about football every day and can 
answer any question without saying a word.
Patrick O’Sullivan - Larrikin goal sneak who is always smiling.  Came up with some creative ways to avoid using his left foot 
but I think I won in the end, maybe....
Noah van Heerden - Showed maturity beyond his years to juggle the line between football and family - could take his first 
touch in the dark. 
Ethan Wheatley - Another young man with the capability to play any position and chime in with a goal when required.  

Our U10 players and coaches have been blessed with an all-star group of highly committed parents who have not once shirked 
the commitment required to run 10-year-old boys up and down the range every other week - we are deeply appreciative.  



UNDER 11 BOYS
Coach: Chris Hatfield   
Manager: Nicole Cumming
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It has been a privilege to lead such a dedicated group of footballers this year. They have proved to me that in football hard 
work and belief can overcome any team and these are great principles to take forward with you in life as well.
The improvement I have seen from the boys on an individual and team level gives me great pride and I hope they can 
continue at this rate which will most certainly bring success in their football careers.

JACK - Our man between the posts.  Jack took this responsibility with both hands and proved to me and the team just how 
talented he is. 
ROHAN - The makeshift right back! A boy who’s tricks and flicks would make him perfect in a more advanced role.. His 
calmness in playing out of the back was second to none
ADNAN - The backbone of our defense. Adnan was another of the players asked to play in a defensive position for the 
majority of the season but in arguably the hardest - centre back. For a player learning this position on the go, he thoroughly 
impressed me.
KAGAN - The final player who was asked to step into the defensive role of left back. Kagan actually found great joy in this 
position, which I would think came from his natural ability here. Kagan is an exceptional tackler, and can read the game 
better than most. 
MARRICK - A left sided central midfielder. Marrick is one of the most technically gifted players in our team, his ability to pass 
and move and create opportunities make him an excellent asset in midfield..
DANIEL - Another one of our most technically gifted players. A central midfielder that has also found a potential new home 
on the wing. Daniel impressed me from the moment I saw him play. 
WILL - Our strong central midfielder. In my opinion, Will is a future leader of wherever his football takes him. His playing style 
is a ‘lead by example’ one. 
BEN MILLER - An all round player, as I have asked him to play just about every position on the field except striker. He took this 
responsibility on with no complaints, which is a great show of character and makes someone very coachable. 
MANNY - Our teams Lionel Messi. Manny finds joy playing on the right or left wing in attack. His close ball control and speed 
in dribbling make him in my opinion one of the most dangerous attacker’s in this seasons entire SAP. 
REECH - The big man up front. Reech started this season has an out and out striker, but has developed his game well and 
added the position of winger to his repertoire. Reech is one of the faster players in our team who has great ability with the 
ball at his feet. 
JAKE - The great #9. Jake plays striker with confidence and composure. He is relaxed in front of goal and has the ability to 
shoot from just about anywhere. A great finisher which was shown by one of the free kicks he scored earlier in the season
BEN FREEMAN - Another all round player who played most of this season out of his favourite position which is wing. Ben in 
my opinion has a knack for defending. He is aggressive and a strong tackler. 

Overall, a season for the boys that they should be proud of. I hope they take forward in football all the things I have tried to 
teach them this year, remember, those at the top of the mountain didn’t fall there.

This year saw the introduction of the Thunder U11 Girls team, an even mix of U10 and U11 girls, which has competed in the 
local U11 mixed Toowoomba Challenge Competition. This team performed admirably, punching well above their weight 
in their weekly games, winning more games than they lost, but more importantly in their skills acquisition and football 
development. They’ve had a lot of fun in the process and along the way developed friendships and a team bond that will 
hopefully carry through to future Thunder SAP and NPL teams in years to come.

The team, which has been made up of only 10 players, is a beautiful mix of characters that have each, in their own way 
brought something unique to the team.

Mia Wilson, our ever determined and dedicated goal keeper, has always worked her hardest and taken on board all advice, 
to become one of the most improved players in the team.

Stephanie Sweetman, Ameleah-Paige Miller and Sienna Lockwood our three smallest and youngest recruits, all born within 
the same month, have performed exceptionally throughout the season, often against players that would have seemed like 
giants to them. Their determination, lack of fear and strength on the ball have taken many opponents by surprise. However, 
their best attributes remain their larger than life, joyful personalities that would often bring training sessions to a halt in 
laughter.

Lucy Ryan, Cadence Knack, Emmersyn Ranford & Juliana Hlaca have been great consistent and reliable performers for the 
team, each of them improving beyond recognition and maturing into awesome footballers ready for the next level that next 
year will bring. These four exemplify what it is to be part of a team, regularly proving that greater results are achieved when 
working together, but also by bringing their buoyant and charismatic personalities to training sessions.

Aliviah Gill and Gabriella Hlaca, have been the most versatile players of the team. Probably the most competitive of the 
team, these two have, more often than not, played out of their favoured positions for the sake of the team and done so 
with distinction and without compliant. As a result, their football growth has been fantastic, but we have also seen the 
development of their leadership qualities which no doubt will be of benefit in years to come.

There is no doubt that this group of young ladies are extremely committed and have an enormous passion for the game, 
always keen to train and play together with an eagerness to learn to be better. Constant encouragement amongst themselves 
has been a pleasure to witness as this determined team, with their “never give up” attitude, have always given their best, 
achieving some great results.  It has been a pleasure being involved.

UNDER 11GIRLS
Coach: Stefano Hlaca
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For the first time in my career I had the opportunity to work directly with a group U12, I have always worked directing the 
trainings of this category however, never in the field like a head coach. For me as a coach I was very happy and surprised how 
our athletes are committed and disciplined with the training so this factor made it much easier for me to work with the boys.
It is very easy and pleasant to work with U12, my main objective with this category besides following the determinations of 
our TD regarding the topics of training and always stimulate in different forms the technical and creative part of our boys and 
allways put the element of game situations in our sessions.
Our championship began and the boys demonstrated during the games a great competitive spirit, fought, ran and above all 
if they helped each other in the field what it provided for in the remarkable moments like the incredible reaction in a game 
where we left losing of 3x0 and the boys in five minutes in the second half scored two goals and put two balls on the crossbar. 
Moments like this filled me with pride because the boys showed power to overcome and they never gave up and with the 
best technical quality.
It is important to point out that in this age, results are not important, obviously the boys want to win, however, I would like 
to emphasize my experience as a former athlete who played in this category. In my team where we won all the possible 
tournaments in our state of 15 athletes of that group only 2 became professionals. I mean, that age the most important thing 
is to stimulate the players to be creative and technical, the competition will give us the training to stimulate our fighting 
spirit and the victories they saw in a natural way and without pressure, because this our work is  develop  athletes without 
losing the love that they have for the sport.
For me as a professional soccer coach was unforgettable experience with our boys of U12, important to highlight two 
important points:
The participation and respect that all parents had with me, never got in or disturbed the games always very pro active and 
always sought to encourage the boys, that is the way.
Second, thanks to my TD Chris Mcleod for the support and all the trainers who are part of the SAP program, it has been a 
pleasure to work with all of you.

UNDER 12 BOYS
Coach: Thiago Kosloski
Manager: Nerida Willmot



UNDER 13 BOYS 
Coach: Glenn Parish
Manager: Doug Spinks
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Time for reflection is upon us yet again – what an action packed season full of blood, sweat and tears.  Up until the writing 
of this report, we have not registered any wins.  Unfortunately, the scorelines of games don’t have commentary with them 
to give a true indication of the game.  

There are many small moments in a season that define your progress as a team and one of those moments was against 
Brisbane City at home.  After the game a Brisbane City parent approached me and said “Gee, you have a great team, no, 
I mean it… your team never gave up during the game… your team always kept trying.  If it was us getting beat like that 
we would have started blaming and fighting amongst ourselves, your boys have great spirit.”  Our boys definitely have the 
Thunder spirit.

Lads, I truly believe you will be a team of the future.  We just need to learn to play the game from the first whistle to the 
last whistle.  When all of your personal strengths as players click and combine on the field, you will become an entertaining 
football team to watch.  This is starting to happen  already…. How good was the game to watch against Brisbane Lions 
recently!

To the parents and supporters, I personally would like to thank you.  It is so pleasing to see you all support your boys in a 
positive way through thick and thin, results will turn around…please keep believing in them.  Also thank you for helping with 
the gate duties and washing of the strips.  Special mention to the Green family for supplying ice for every game.

Doug, we would all like to thank you for your efforts during the season. If we could only bottle your enthusiasm and passion 
for the game and inject it into our football team, we would be second to none.  Thank you!

David, a huge effort made by you to come and personally spend time with our keepers - teaching them technique and game 
training.  A huge thanks for giving up your own personal time.

Anthony, our game day video technician.  We were able to watch and analyse our games.  Seeing is believing.  Thank you!
Trev, once again you have set up our team with a strength and conditioning program.  I am indebted to you – thank you!
Lads, as the season draws to a close, I personally feel humbled to have been given an opportunity to coach you for the 
year.  You as players might not understand this yet, but I have shared some very special moments with you all through your 
journey this year.  I feel honoured and privileged to have shared these with you.  As I have said to you many times through 
the year, I don’t believe in luck or being unlucky.  You yourself make things happen, so if you want to be the best you can… 
then go get it.  “Hard work beats talent when talent is not willing to work hard”.
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UNDER 13 GIRLS 
Coach: Tim Littlejohn
Assistant Coach: Mark (Teddy) Nielsen
Manager: Melanie Jocumsen
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Wow, what a year. 

Starting back in October/November 2017 with trials, we have seen a group of young ladies perform beyond expectation and 
become a team capable of beating anyone in our competition. Whilst all results haven’t gone our way, many games have 
only been lost as lady luck has not been on our side. 

The remarkable thing about this team, is the age of the girls. At the time of writing 2 girls are 11 years old and only 4 girls have 
turned 13 this year. When compared to our competition who are mainly 13 years old, the girls have performed extremely 
well. 

Many of the girls have juggled other football commitments and it was pleasing to see their football prowess recognised with 
9 girls (6 in U12 & 3 in U15) representing Darling Downs In the Qld School Girls Competitions.

Congratulations to Halle Nielsen having been named as a shadow player both in the U14 Football Qld and U15 Girls Qld 
Schoolgirls teams. 

Congratulations also to Halle, Lucy Major and Bridget who have stepped up to help the U15’s team on many occasions. 
Fantastic effort girls 

Good teams don’t come together and develop with just the coach. This year there are many people who have given up their 
time to assist, Teddy and I get the best out of the girls and onto the paddock each training night and game day. 

Firstly, a massive thank you to Mel Jocumsen. Mel is tireless in managing all aspects of the team; ensuring we have enough 
volunteers; controlling Teddy; liaising with the Club; being a sounding board and being a part-time Mum to 16 young ladies. 
This is the 2nd year as Manager for Mel and we could not do this without her. Thank you Mumma Joc.

A big thanks to the girls’ parents. Thank you for always chipping in to help at training, game day set ups, volunteering and of 
course driving the girls around SE Qld and being there to support the team. You made our job so much easier.

Without doubt, a massive thank you to Scott Teakle. Scott has been a great help to the girls, Teddy and myself this year and 
provided much needed advice both to us as coaches and individually to the girls. Great stuff Scott, thank you.
 
Lastly, Teddy. Always willing to help the girls develop. Teddy has been a driving force in helping the girls become more 
confident in their abilities and better players tactically. Teddy has the ability to inject a bit of humour, a bit of serious talk and 
a bit of fun just at the right time. Thank you so much Teddy.

The girls have been an absolute pleasure to coach and I am looking forward to watching their skills develop in the years 
ahead.



UNDER 14 BOYS
Coach: Travis Cooper
Assistant Coach: Mick Smith
Manager: Andrew Roche
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This year the u14s had a season filled with ups and downs. The season got off to a slow start as we lost to Redlands and then 
suffered a heavy defeat to Brisbane City. Things had to change tactically and a mental shift was key in getting our first win of 
the season and going 3 games unbeaten.  

The U14s have drawn or lost a couple of games that we should have won! The one that comes to mind the most is Gold Coast. 
We were playing brilliant football and found ourselves 2-0 up with 15 minutes to go against the league leaders. Gold Coast, 
who haven’t lost a game managed to get one goal and the momentum of the game shifted. They ended up scoring a second 
goal and we drew the game. It was an outstanding effort from every player on the field and we had to keep that hunger for 
the remainder of the season!

The biggest thing that stands out about this season for me is the determination and heart the boys showed when we played 
Brisbane City for the second time. We didn’t want to have a repeat of last time. However, as a playing group, we believed that 
we had come along way since that heavy defeat at the start of the season. The defence was solid all game, the midfield was 
supporting and creating chances and the front three were causing problems for their defence. We managed to come away 
with a 4-2 win and the boys realise just how far they have come. Once again, I was incredibly proud of every single one of 
them and it just proves that they are very talented footballers and sometimes they need to believe in themselves more to 
get the result.

As the coach, I want to say a massive thank you to Mick and Andrew for all the work they have put in this season. The boys 
were a pleasure to coach and I hope each of them have taken something positive away from the season. Every player in our 
team has huge potential and now needs to work hard and smart on their football journey! I wish them all the best in their 
football career!
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UNDER 15 BOYS 
Coach: Dan Percy
Assistant Coach: Peter Broadfoot
Manager: Thomas Carroll
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The U15 Boys have had an excellent 2018 football season. I have had the privilège to coach these 18 dedicated, talented and 
committed young men who have impressed me in every training session and every game. 

We began the season by solidifying the players knowledge of basic football gameplay and week by week we implemented 
defensive and attacking structures with team tasks and individual player tasks. Once each player understood their individual 
roles within the team, and the roles of the other players, they as a team became accountable for all players roles. I was always 
suitably impressed by the teams ability to implement our ideas and their dedication to developmental improvement both 
individually and as a team. 

The boys dedication showed in not only ever improving games but also Individual development. As a team we managed to 
win games against proven talented sides causing upsets throughout the season. As a result the boys have had their most 
successful and most enjoyable season to date. Well done lads, you should be proud of every moment and I thank you all for 
joining me this season on our football journey.

I appreciate  the advice, assistance and wit throughout the season of Peter Broadfoot, and also offer many thanks to Thomas 
Carroll for his invaluable help as Team Manager. 
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The under 15 girls this year have shown that on any given day, we can compete with the best. The next step for these girls is 
to maintain their consistency week in week out. The team selections for 2018 have seen only four girls in the team actually 
based in Toowoomba. The remaining ten girls have travelled from Stanthorpe, Warwick, Gatton, Chinchilla and Kingaroy 
areas, these players and parents, spending up to 15 hours a week, just travelling in and out for training. As well also traveling 
on game day. The girls started the season with 15 players, however we lost a player early due other commitments. Playing 
with a group of 14 committed players was never a problem until injuries hit, and still the players continued to work for a 
common purpose. To date we have had an ACL injury (season ending), Ankle ligament tear (10 weeks), Quad injury (4 weeks), 
MCL strain (4 weeks), and a broken wrist (season ending), and that doesn’t include all the bumps and bruises that some of the 
girls have had to play through due to lack of numbers. I would like to thank Halle Nielsen, Lucy Major, Bridgette Fraser and 
Isabelle Payne for their assistance throughout the season to make up numbers when we have been short. 

I have seen great improvement in the girls throughout the season, from the basics of their core skills, through to their tactical 
play. Their positional play has also come along as well, with players showing more consistency in their movements between 
transition moments. I would still like to see all players show more intent to want to receive the ball and be part of the 
moments when we have the ball.

Congratulations to the two girls that made the Qld teams. Alyssa Cox, under 15, scored four goals at nationals, and Holly 
Littlejohn, under 14, named co-captain of the team. We also had three girls named as shadows, Halle Nielsen, Casey Evans 
and Imogene Forrest, who trained with the Queensland teams until prior to nationals.
Finally, a huge thankyou to Peter, Kate and Susan, Tim and Mark.

UNDER 15 GIRLS
Coach: Scott Teakle
Assistant Coach: Peter Sansby
Manager: Kate Evans and Susan Evans
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We had about 25 days of preparation to start the NPL season, many new players coming and some players coming from 
U15’s. We started the preparation focusing mainly on three aspects:
1-Technical aspect
2-Aspect of understanding of the game
3-Tactical aspect

The process for training the soccer athlete is long and has several stages, which is why the technical aspect and the main 
basis for them to progress within the club.

We started the season with a victory over Redlands, but the table of games was not generous with us as we had a sequence 
of 4 to 5 games against teams considered favourites, which for us was excellent because we had the chance to know and to 
see at which level we are. In this phase of the season we had a sequence of defeats, which usually takes the confidence from 
the team, however, the players continued working hard.

After the first break we had more time to train our weakness without the pressure of the game, and the second part of the NPL 
season was great for us, we had an incredible sequence of positive results and we won points from traditional and qualified 
teams like Brisbane Roar. We had a win over 70% with five wins and two draws, which put us in a very good situation at the 
table being a point behind the fourth placed team. But that’s not the most important thing, the important part was that the 
players saw their hard work reflecting on the results and realized that they can play equal to any team in any condition.
For me as a coach it was very enjoyable to see players who reached a certain technical level and see them now playing 
against the best teams in the state of Queensland and playing a good level of football.

Our team was highly praised by our adversaries for the organization and technique of our athletes despite some defeats. 
What makes us happy was the way we play and the level as we play mainly against teams that are in the first place.
In the next year it would be very important to keep the largest number of athletes possible so that they can make the 
transition to the next category, thus having a sequence within the club and having the continuity of technical, tactical and 
physical development.

If I could sum up in a word my feeling about my athletes, that word would be PRIDE. I am very proud of what they have done 
so far and I hope they continue in this evolution.

It is important to highlight and thank the members of my technical committee Sam Macri our Manager and Chris McLeod 
our Technical Assistant who with dedication and professionalism helped our boys in every way and without them this work 
would not be possible. 
Kind Regards,
Thiago Kosloski

UNDER 16 BOYS
Coach: Thiago Kosloski
Assistant Coach: Chris Mcleod
Manager: Sam Macri
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2018 has been a very exciting year for this group of ladies, sitting 3 points outside the top four with four games remaining 
for the season, and with the prospect of a couple of catch-up matches in the wings if required. The season got of to a flyer, 
with the girls being in second position early. However, towards the end of the first round we came up against a few of the 
heavyweights of the competition, and a couple of heavy losses saw the girls tumble down the ladder. The girls regrouped 
and fought their way back up the ladder, whilst down a few numbers due to injuries, both in the seventeens group and the 
senior women. The season has seen a number of the girls make appearances in the senior side, where they have shown they 
are not far away from making the permanent move in the near future. The girls have played an exciting brand of football, 
where they back themselves to score more goals than the opposition whenever they take the field (a spectators delight, 
but coaches nightmare). At the time of writing the team boasts being the third best in attack (95 goals for). This group of 
players have shown a capable level of core skills, however as a team need to learn how to manage a game dependant on the 
situation.

Unfortunately, as with all teams around this age group, keeping the group of girls together proves difficult, as a few players 
will move on to continue their studies elsewhere. I wish these players all the best in their future endeavours and hope that I 
may see them on a football field on my travels. 

Finally a huge thankyou to Kate Jackson, Craig Lockwood, Wayne Richardson, Anthony Bigby, Tim Hutton and Stewart Millis 
for the assistance they have given throughout the year.

UNDER 17 GIRLS
Coach: Scott Teakle
Assistant Coach: Anthony Bigby
Manager: Kate Jackson

SOUTH WEST QLD THUNDER
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Once again, the SWQ Thunder U18 team was one of the youngest teams in the 2018 competition. Only a couple 
of players from last year have been used regularly. It didn’t stop them achieving excellent results.

With few games to be played, the U18s are still battling for the Finals, which is new this year. If Brisbane City 
was the best team during the regular season, 4 other teams are competing for the three other tickets: Brisbane 
Strikers, Western Pride, Brisbane Roar and SWQ. It is worth noting that we are the only team, so far, defeating 
Brisbane City (6-2 away) and undefeated against them (2-2 at home).

Individually, a record number of 29 players has been used during this season, which didn’t help building 
automatism between the players, but created a healthy competition to be part of the starting eleven.
Sam Brown and Mitch Pryce were the most reliable players at training. Mitch was also the only one who took 
part in every single game this year. Luke Lister (U16) and Dale Lenkeit were the players with most game time. 
Another U16 player finished the season with us: Eli Adams. His talented left foot helped the team creating goals 
opportunities and finishing the season very well. 

Fred Pfeiffer, Luke Lister and Keanu Tuart were the best goalscorers with more than 10 goals each, even though 
Fred only played 5 games with us! Overall, almost 70 goals were scored, which is an average of more than 3 goals 
per game. Unfortunately, we conceded too many goals as well…

Finally, three players played regularly with the Men: Jordan Howard, Riley Lobwein and Dan Weber, and many 
more such as Fletcher McDonald, Jayden Richardson, Alick Gaske, Riley Sears and Keanu Tuart had a taste with 
the top-side team, which is always a memorable moment and a reward for their hard-work and abilities. It can 
be said that SWQ Thunder has completely embraced the NPL philosophy, which is to develop players and bring 
them to the top of the pyramid. With those skilful and motivated players, the club has a bright future for the next 
few seasons.

We had memorable moments during the season: 
• great victories against Brisbane City (6-2), Qld Lions (4-2 and 5-0), Brisbane Strikers (4-1)
• great goals such as Will Hayes heading the ball against Moreton Bay, direct free-kicks for Eli Adams and Fletcher 
McDonald, but the goal of the year was probably from Fred Pfeiffer against Gold Coast scoring with his knee after 
playing a one-two with the post in the six-yard box .

Lastly, I’d like to thank our Manger Sue Lister and the parents for their time and support. It has been a privilege 
to watch the players improving over the season. I had a fantastic time with you, the same feelings than watching 
France winning the World Cup!

UNDER 18 BOYS 
Coach: David Park-Ballay
Manager: Sue Lister
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UNDER 20 MEN
Coach: Kris Hemmerling
Manager: Simon Owen
Physio: Trevor Howard

SOUTH WEST QLD THUNDER

The U20 men’s team is as always difficult to manage due to the change of players each week. However it is a great opportunity 
to get to know all of  the boys. We have a tremendous group, and when kept together…. World beaters. 

This year we had a number of boys step up to the open men including Dan Weber who has nailed down a first team spot.  
Captain Jordy Howard did a tremendous job and is always positive in a difficult situation. 

The team has made the club and myself very proud. I’d like to thank Francisco for his guidance, Simon for his help and banter 
on and off the pitch and Trevor for his ever present help. Nothing is too much for this man.

Very difficult but totally enjoyable year. Thank you.
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SENIOR WOMEN
Coach: Scott Teakle
Manager: Anthony Bigby

SOUTH WEST QLD THUNDER

2018 has been a year of rebuilding for the senior women, with a new generation of players being introduced to WNPL. We 
have worked throughout the season around a core base of 9 experienced players, and the injection of 12 players that are 
still eligible to play under 17’s. Continuity has been an ongoing problem for the group, as a series of injuries has continually 
affected the team. The core group of players have been exceptional with their attitude and application throughout, 
something that a lot of the younger players can aspire to. Whilst there have been a few games where the score line may 
of gotten out hand, there has been several games where the score line has not been a true reflection of how well the girls 
played. One of the biggest problems we have had this year is that when we make a mistake we have paid the ultimate price 
in conceding goals, and the bounce of the ball not going our way. I have challenged the players throughout the season to 
become a team that tries to maintain possession, with the ability to play a quick forward pass when the opportunities arise. 
One of the problems with this is that at times, we have left ourselves exposed at the back to counter attacks. It has been 
exciting to watch several of the younger brigade make the step up to senior team this year. Some of these girls have been 
promoted before they were really ready to make the transition to playing against the faster and bigger bodied players in the 
women’s game. However, they have all put their best effort forward.

One of the biggest regrets from the season is not really having the opportunity of putting our best foot forward due to 
the lack of training facilities in the middle part of the season, it comes as no coincidence that the girls started to put better 
performances together once we resumed training three nights a week. 

I would like to wish the girls the best for the future, and am keen to see their development continue.

Finally a big thank you to Anthony Bigby, Tim Littlejohn (1st Aid), Albin, Keren and Thiago, and David Lobwein for your 
support throughout the season.
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SENIOR MEN
Coach: Francesco Zanoncelli
Assistant Coach: Michael Turvey
Manager: Jason Hall

SOUTH WEST QLD THUNDER

After lots of hard work, the team has reached its ultimate goal. National Premier League (7th on the ladder) I’d like to thank 
every single member of the men’s team for the crucially hard work they have put it, also behind the scenes, the effort, the 
discipline and additionally for overcoming every single obstacle encountered. You guys truly and deeply deserve it, the 
biggest congratulations from the bottom of my heart, I could not be any more proud. 

The start of the season was difficult. Change of training venue, player injuries and lack of players in critical positions. We 
brought in 4 players from interstate and overseas to help with this. Unfortunately 2, Jacob Sayle and Federico Brusuca left 
us mid season. Jacob was hardest to replace but thank you Mario and Luke for helping. Chris Hatfield was a tremendous 
inclusion for us, as was Travis Cooper once he overcame niggling injuries. The local boys were all professional with our 
Captain Jacob Bigby, Keagan Sheridan and AG leading the way. The improvement of young players like Wade Hall and 
Emmanuel Phillip was incredible.

We also had youngsters who debut this year. Dan Weber was in the squad for most of the season and all of the second half. 
It shows the tremendous depth we have. I think 5 or 6 players debut at the age of 17 or below. To finish in the top half of the 
ladder after being in relegation at halfway is remarkable and something I know myself Kris Hemmerling and Mick Turvey are 
very proud of. These two coaches have been very helpful especially Kris who helped with the videos training and the 20s. 
Another tough job.

Great job Jacob Bigby as captain. Jacob lead by example each game and I thank you for your leadership this season.

Thank you also must go to Trevor Howard for looking after the players all season. Keeping the players on the field for us.
But most of all my players, thank you all I am very proud of each and every one of you.

Regards

Francesco Zanoncelli 
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Coach:  Mario Aparicio

First and for most I would like to thank the club for bring me on board for the 2018 season and a special mention to Laurie 
Passante for recommending me for the keeper coaching position.

I have had the privilege this year to work with an outstanding group who have made Mondays drive up the range a highlight 
of every week.

My aim this year was to establish a solid foundation about how we wanted to work and implement a work rate and 
commitment to individually improve throughout the year, all while also creating an environment where we would encourage 
and motivate each other to improve.

I personally have to congratulate and thank each and every one of the keepers who gave nothing short of 100% and pushing 
themselves to new limits at every session.

Senior Women

The 3 girls have really impressed me throughout the year, I know it was rude shock to all 3 at first adapting to the intensity 
of my sessions but the never say die mentality shined through and I couldn’t be prouder of what they individually achieved 
throughout the year.

 Senior Men

The future of Goalkeeping in Toowoomba is in good hands with the talent coming through in the youth ranks. 

Although it has been a struggle to attain a season long 1st Team keeper, I want to Thank everyone who has come in and done 
a job for the club. You have all helped the club achieve amazing feats.

I need to give a SPECIAL mention to young Jayden Richardson, he is what an ‘Ultimate Clubman’ stands for and I hope the 
club acknowledge his efforts and commitment at all grades throughout the year.

I couldn’t be prouder for this young man who also achieved his First Team Debut just few weeks ago at the age of 17.

Again thank you all for making me feel Welcome from day one and I hope to see you again next year.

Mario

GOAL KEEPER REPORT
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2018 AWARDS
Most Valuable Player Player’s Player Coaches Award

U 13 Boys Levi Sciarrone Ben Anderson Tyler Spinks

U 13 Girls Halle Nielsen Lucy Major Lucy Coleman

U 14 Boys Luke Beutel Jack Coulter Jaisal Narsey

U 15 Boys Henry Wells Jack Debortoli Jarrah McNicol

U 15 Girls Maddison Sansby Holly Littlejohn Natalie Stevenson

U 16 Boys Dylan Walz Connor McLeod Joel Macri

U 17 Girls Madison Lockwood Mackenzie Robinson Georgia Favero

U 18 Boys Keanu Tuart Fletcher McDonald Mitchell Pryce

U 20 Men Jordan Howard Riley Lobwein Jayden Richardson

Senior Women Liz Hollitt Melanie Lloyd Zoe Brown

Senior Men Chris Hatfield Anthony Grant RISING STAR - 
Dan Weber

SOUTH WEST QLD THUNDER

Golden Boot Junior Alexander Kiers

Golden Boot Senior Chloe Hutton

Safe Hands Award Junior Jemma Vanderkolk

Safe Hands Award Senior Jayden Richardson

Coach Award Dan Percy

The Allan Sothmann Perpetual  “ Club Spirit Award” Scott Teakle

The Lachlan Percy “ Players Player” Award                             Riley Lobwein
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THANK YOU
With thanks to the following for their help & support throughout the 2018 Season

Toowoomba Sports Ground - (Clive Berghofer Stadium)
Rockville Rovers – Captain Cook Ovals

Toowoomba Regional Council – Kearney Springs Oval 6 & O’Quinn St Oval
Toowoomba South Little Athletics

USQ Student Facilities– Oval 6 & USQFC - Toara Park
Gatton Soccer Club

St Albans Football Club – Middle Ridge Park
Toowoomba Grammar School

Football Queensland – South West
DSL - Photography

Antony’s Bakery and Patisserie
McDonald Printing Group

The Federal Hotel
The Chronicle

WIN TV
7News

Snap Toowoomba

Thank you to local Toowoomba Clubs who have provided Mascots and Ballpersons on Senior game days 

Gatton Soccer Club
Rockville Rovers FC

Laidley Football Club
Garden City Raiders Football Club

Pittsworth Vikings
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SOUTH WEST QLD THUNDER
QLD STATE TEAMS REPRESENTATIVE PLAYERS
U13 BOYS QLD COUNTRY STATE TEAM

U16 FFA/FQ TALENT SUPPORT PROGRAM

U14 GIRLS QLD COUNTRY STATE TEAM U15 GIRLS QLD COUNTRY STATE TEAM

U14 BOYS QLD COUNTRY STATE TEAM

SOUTH WEST QLD THUNDER

39

CLUB SUPPORTERS

Springs Early Education Centre Graham Nielsen Constructions Yulgibar Pastoral Company

Garden City Patios Ian Rosenberger Solicitors and Surveyors Carroll and Carroll Tax Agents

AWX Back to Health Chiropractic Highfields Discount Drug Store

Warrego Water Customvac Australia RU8 Beef

Braemar Power Project (Alinta Energy) Plainland Dental Willmots Plumbing

Saltys Seafood GP Fabrications Brendan Coonan Plumbing

Laser Plumbing Jacksons Parts Clearvision Accountancy Group

South Burnett Radiology Rural Steel Supplies Verona Italia

EJM Personal Training and Group Fitness Wood Ag

Richard Adams Homes Livewired Electrical

Cooee Timber Australian Bush Furniture VHD Studio

Apex Chinchilla D & S Debortoli Carpet and Vinyl Laying

INDIVIDUAL PLAYER SPONSORS

Khai Van Heerden 

Luke Beutel Alexander Kiers Noah Lawson  Jaisal Narsey 

Riley Willmot Luke Lister

Holly Littlejohn Alyssa Cox Casey Evans
(Shadow)

 Imogene Forrest
(Shadow) 

Halle Nielsen  
(Shadow)

Brock Smith  
(Shadow)

Eli Adams

Jordan Bigby 
(Shadow)




